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Abstract:

Arabic is one of the oldest languages in the world, characterized by its authenticity and
beauty. It is distinguished by its richness and unique abundance. It is the language of the Holy
Qur’an, which was revealed 1400 years ago. Classical Arabic is used in literature and
poetry, which increases its beauty and its ability to express feelings and ideas in a creative
way. Therefore, the Arabic language has remained, and still remains, a vessel of culture and
history, carrying within it a rich literary heritage extending over centuries. It also plays a
vital role in ensuring the cultural identity of Arabs. Despite the challenges it faces, such as
globalization and the use of foreign languages, Classical Arabic remains the main reference
for communication among its speakers, and it is used in education at all levels, as well as
being the language of media and communication. This has made it more stable and more
prestigious in the face of current challenges.

Introduction:

The Arabic language; that language which goes beyond being merely a means of
communication, but is a symbol of identity and culture, has a profound impact on history and
civilization. The Arabic language is a true embodiment of beauty and creativity. It is a language
rich in history and culture, carrying within it a vast literary heritage extending over many
centuries. Through its diverse vocabulary and precise grammar rules, the Arabic language
enables its speakers to express their feelings and ideas in unique and innovative ways. The
beauty of the Arabic language is not limited to its words only, but extends to its rhythm and
melody, making it a musical language that captivates the ear and touches and enchants hearts.
The Arabic language is distinguished by its ability to accommodate various types of artistic
expression, whether in poetry, prose, or other arts. The Arabic language has influenced world
literature, as many writers and poets have excelled in its use, which has contributed
to strengthening its position as one of the most important languages in the world. The
Arabic language is not only the language of the Holy Qur’an, but also the language of
thought and philosophy, as scholars and thinkers in various fields have used it, which has
given it a special character of beauty and creativity.

The greatness of the Arabic language is manifested in its ability to adapt to different eras and
cultures, as it has undergone continuous linguistic transformations, yet it has preserved its
essence and original beauty. The Arabic language is not merely a means of communication, but
a cultural identity that embodies the history and traditions of Arab peoples. By learning the
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Arabic language, individuals acquire the ability to understand the rich cultural heritage it
carries, which strengthens and enhances their sense of belonging.

Creativity in the Arabic language appears in its ability to use rhetorical imagery and similes,
which makes expression more refined and beautiful. Every word carries multiple meanings, and
every sentence can be formulated in different ways that reflect the style of the writer or speaker.
This diversity of expression makes Arabic a living and dynamic language, capable of keeping
pace with changes and developments in the world. In short, the Arabic language is a language
of beauty and creativity par excellence. It is not merely words that are spoken, but feelings and
ideas expressed in a unique way. Preserving this language and appreciating its beauty and
creativity is a duty for every speaker, to ensure the continuity of its cultural and literary heritage
for future generations.

The Concept of Language:

Language is a complex system of signs and symbols used as a tool for communication and
understanding among individuals. Language represents an essential aspect of social and cultural
life, as it contributes to shaping ideas and transmitting knowledge. The use of language is linked
to thinking, as ideas and feelings are expressed through it, making it essential for human
cognitive activity.

Language is characterized by unique properties, such as the ability to produce an infinite
number of sentences from a limited set of elements. It also evolves over time, reflecting cultural
and social changes. It is believed that language originated from earlier communication systems
and developed to meet human needs for self-expression and interaction with others.
Researchers may not yet have overcome the difficulty of defining terms and concepts precisely;
therefore, they differ in their approaches to language. Language, according to Aristotle, is “a
defined verbal system that arose as a result of agreement among members of a human group in
a certain place.”

This definition considers language as a verbal system, meaning a specific method used by
people in speech or pronunciation, which is not accidental but rather the result of agreement
among members of society.

This means that it is:

Defined: meaning it has clear rules and a system for organizing sounds/words.
Shaped by people: because individuals in society are those who use and establish it.
A tacit or explicit agreement: meaning it is accepted as a shared means of understanding.
Linked to a place/human environment: meaning it emerges within a group in a specific region
or context, not independently of it.

According to Ibn Jinni: “Sounds through which every people express their purposes.”

This definition refers to language as a system of sounds or vocal signs used by people to express
the ideas and purposes they wish to communicate to recipients.

That is, every human group agrees internally on a specific way to encode meanings through
sounds that are spoken and understood within society, and thus it becomes:

Sounds: the material from which language is built and formed.
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“Through which every people express their purposes” meaning language enables
communication within each society; explaining needs, transmitting news, expressing feelings,
and discussing ideas.

As for the purpose of language according to Aristotle: “achieving relations between human and
human, or human knowledge of things, and it may also be used as a tool for education and
enjoyment in a specific aspect of human activity.” Language plays a central role in shaping
human interactions and understanding the world. Language is not only a means of
communication, but also a means of expanding cognitive horizons and strengthening
educational and recreational experiences. Language has a major impact on various aspects of
life, as it is of great importance in all human activities. From this purposiveness of language,
this paper derives its legitimacy to address the topic: Arabic language; the language of beauty
and creativity.

Beauty and Its Relation to Human Beings:

Beauty is a complex concept that goes beyond surface appearances, as it is linked to feeling and
personal taste. Beauty is a sensory and emotional experience that embodies balance and
harmony between elements. In philosophy, beauty is seen as a value that goes beyond form, as
it expresses goodness and truth, making it part of deep human experience. Beauty can exist in
nature, art, and ideas, and is considered a means of communication between individuals and
cultures. It highlights the diversity of human experiences, making it a rich subject for reflection
and thought.

The relationship between human beings and beauty represents a deep aspect of human
experience, as humans are naturally inclined toward what is beautiful. This inclination is not
merely a superficial response, but an expression of deep psychological and emotional needs.
“The horizons of beauty are broader than being defined or confined within frameworks and
measures, but some elements and general features of beauty can be discovered.” Beauty cannot
be confined or precisely measured. It is a comprehensive experience involving feelings, ideas,
and interactions. Beauty can manifest in nature, arts, human relationships, and even in ideas
and beliefs. This diversity makes it difficult to define or measure it precisely.

In ancient Greek culture, beauty is synonymous with art, and art for Plato is a form of magic,
and it does not correspond to truth and goodness because it appears in the sensible world, while
the sensible is considered inferior compared to the intelligible, which is associated with truth
and goodness. Thus, beauty is embodied in the intellectual form. This distinction between
beauty as an intellectual idea and art as a sensory reality reflects the depth of Plato’s idealist
philosophy, where beauty is essentially the embodiment of truth and goodness, while art is seen
as a form of expression that may be misleading or incomplete.

The Aesthetics of the Arabic Language:

The Arabic language is considered one of the oldest and most beautiful languages in the world,
as it is distinguished by a number of elements that highlight its beauty and its capacity to be a
language of innovation and creativity. This is manifested through the following elements:
Linguistic richness: The Arabic language contains a wide range of vocabulary and linguistic
structures, allowing speakers to express their ideas and feelings with precision and beauty. This
richness makes it a language full of expressive diversity.
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These are some elements and examples that illustrate this richness:
Diverse vocabulary: Arabic contains a vast number of words, allowing precise expression. For

example:

Words related to water: such as “water,” “river,” “sea,” “ocean,” and “fresh,” each carrying
specific meanings.
Grammatical structures: The Arabic language is characterized by syntactic structures arranged
according to meanings and purposes. For example:

Nominal sentence: such as “the sea is calm,” “the sky is blue,” “the weather is rainy.”
Verbal sentence: such as “the sun rose,” “the boy slept,” “the bird flew.”
Complex sentences: multiple meanings can be formed by changing structure, as “the meaning
of nouns and adjectives is finite, while the meaning of composition is infinite...” allowing an
infinite number of sentences from finite elements.

Idiomatic expressions: Arabic possesses expressions that add beauty to the language, such as
metaphor: “the book is your friend,” which shows the relationship between book and reader
metaphorically. Abu al-Tayyib described the entry of the Roman envoy to Sayf al-Dawla:
“And he came walking on the carpet, not knowing whether he was going toward the sea or
ascending toward the moon.”

Importance of Metaphor:

Although metaphor is a type of simile in which some of its elements are omitted, it is “the
phenomenon through which we speak and perhaps think about something using the vocabulary
of something else.” Based on the linguistic, cognitive, and social meanings provided by this
definition, metaphor is not merely a rhetorical device, but a fundamental means of thinking and
communication. Hence, the importance of metaphor is manifested through:

Figurative thinking: Metaphor allows us to express complex or abstract ideas using concrete
or familiar terms. For example, when speaking about “the war on drugs,” war language is used
to convey the idea of combating addiction, reflecting a particular way of thinking about this
complex issue.

The influence of language on perception: Through the use of metaphors, language can
influence how we perceive things. Choosing a specific metaphor can highlight certain aspects
of a subject while hiding others, thereby affecting how we understand and interact with reality.
Language plays a major role in shaping our perception of the world, and metaphor is one of its
most powerful tools. Examples include:

Body metaphor: When we say “this matter is pressing on my chest,” we use a bodily metaphor
to express anxiety or psychological pressure. This image helps us perceive emotions more
clearly.

Time metaphor: In many cultures, time is seen as something that can be “advanced” or
“reversed,” as in “we have progressed in the project.” This metaphor shapes how we understand
time and our experiences within it.

War metaphor: In everyday language, expressions such as “I am suffering from a war of ideas”
or “it is a battle against disease” give weight to struggle and conflict, influencing how we
perceive challenges.
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Journey metaphor: When we say “life is a journey full of challenges,” we use the journey
metaphor to interpret life experiences. This helps us see life as a series of stages rather than
separate events.

Functions of metaphor: Metaphor plays a role in representing reality, as it can be used for
persuasion and for introducing new concepts. This means metaphors are not neutral; they carry
meanings and dimensions that influence how we think and act, and thus serve a certain
ideology.

4. Rhetoric and Eloquence:

The Arabic language is famous for its rhetoric and eloquence, as many rhetorical devices can
be used to convey meanings and purposes, such as repetition, metaphor, metonymy, simile, and
other known devices. Proverbs and poetry can also be employed as supporting tools to transmit
ideas and meanings, as in the saying:

“An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” a common proverb referring to the principle of
retribution.

And the saying: “Your hands tied it and your mouth blew it.”

The expression “Your hands tied it and your mouth blew it” is used to indicate a person’s
responsibility for their fate, meaning that the person caused their own problems or failure. The
origin of the proverb goes back to a story of a man who tried to cross a river using an inflated
water skin but did not tie it properly. When air leaked and he nearly drowned, he called for
help, but his friends told him that what happened was the result of his negligence and failure to
follow advice, meaning he brought it upon himself. This proverb highlights the importance of
personal responsibility, not blaming others during difficult times, and encourages listening to
advice and valuing human relationships before it is too late.

Al-Mutanabbi said:

“Many criticize a correct saying, while their flaw lies in poor understanding.”

This verse, despite its brevity, expresses a deep idea related to criticism and understanding. The
poet indicates that many people criticize correct statements, but their problem lies in their weak
understanding. This poor understanding leads to misinterpretation of meanings, making them
see faults in what is correct. The meaning here goes beyond simple criticism to suggest that
limited or incorrect understanding can lead to unjust judgments. People who lack knowledge or
deep understanding may misjudge ideas or statements, resulting in unwarranted criticism. This
verse reflects a common reality in intellectual debates.

The linguistic richness of Arabic is a fundamental element revealing the strength of Arab culture
and its history. Through the use of diverse vocabulary and grammatical structures, speakers can
express their ideas and emotions in unique and aesthetic ways.

Rhetoric and Eloquence: The Arabic language is distinguished by its rhetoric and eloquence,
where rhetorical devices such as metaphor and simile can be used, adding special beauty to
expressive values and daily discourse among members of society, as well as literary and poetic
texts. Rhetoric and eloguence are among the most prominent features of the Arabic language,
and they can be addressed as follows:

Eloquence: Eloquence includes two central aspects:
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a- Clarity of meaning: Eloquence expresses the ability to convey ideas and feelings clearly
and smoothly, making texts easy to understand for the receiver.

b- Absence of complexity: The Arabic language is characterized by eloquence that ensures

the absence of linguistic complexity or ambiguity in meaning.
Rhetoric: Rhetoric is the delivery of meaning to the heart in the best possible form of
expression. Its highest level is the rhetoric of the Qur’an, which is the supreme form of
eloquence, and the Qur’an is a miracle for Arabs and non-Arabs alike. Rhetoric includes ten
categories: brevity, simile, metaphor, harmony, caesura, paronomasia, derivation, implication,
exaggeration, and clarity of expression.
5. Derivation (Ishtigaq):
Derivation in the Arabic language is one of its fundamental characteristics and is considered an
effective mechanism for generating new vocabulary. It is defined as “returning a word to
another due to their similarity in form and meaning, and it is a fundamental feature of Arabic
speech, as Arabs agreed that the distinction between Arabic and foreign words lies in correct
derivation.” It is a linguistic process through which new words are derived from root forms,
enriching the Arabic lexicon and meeting the needs of expressing new meanings.
The role of derivation in vocabulary formation:
Generating new words: Derivation enables the production of new words from original roots.
It is “an excellent means of generating words and renewing meanings, as it allows continuous
creation. Despite the rigidity suggested by morphological patterns, it has greatly enriched
Arabic, allowing us to add, subtract, revive dead forms, and analogically derive new ones.” For
example, the word “writer” is derived from the verb “to write,” producing related forms such
as writer, office, writing, library, and offices.
Meeting linguistic needs: As societies evolve, new concepts emerge that require new terms.
Derivation provides a means to generate such terms without resorting to foreign borrowings,
thus strengthening linguistic identity.
Interaction with other cultures: Derivation reduces the terminological gap between Arabic
and other languages by enabling Arabic to absorb modern global concepts in a way consistent
with its linguistic structure.
Linguistic flexibility: Derivation gives Arabic great flexibility, allowing the production of
words expressing multiple meanings through morphological changes or affixation.
Importance of derivation:
Enrichment of vocabulary: It increases the number of available words, enhancing expressive
precision.
Facilitating learning: It helps learners understand how new words are formed based on known
roots.
Preserving cultural identity: It maintains the linguistic and cultural identity of Arabic and
strengthens its position among other languages.
6. Inflection (I‘rab):
Inflection is one of the essential features that distinguishes Arabic from other languages, as it
adds an aesthetic dimension to sentences and texts. It is defined as the change in the grammatical
case of words in a sentence according to their position and governing factors, or as “the sign
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that appears at the end of a word, determining its position in the sentence, and this sign is caused
by a specific grammatical factor. Since the position of a word changes according to meaning
and governing factors, the inflectional sign also changes.” This helps in determining meanings
precisely.

Importance of inflection:

Determining meanings: Inflection plays a vital role in clarifying meaning by defining the
function of a word in a sentence. For example, the word “Zayd” can be a subject or an object
depending on its inflection, which affects the overall understanding of the sentence.
Facilitating understanding: Through inflection, speakers and writers can easily understand
intended meanings, even in complex sentences. Inflection clarifies relationships between words
and helps make meaning clear.

Flexibility in word order: The Arabic language is distinguished by its ability to change word
order without losing meaning, thanks to inflection. For example, the object can be placed before
the subject or vice versa, and the meaning remains clear due to inflectional markers.

Aesthetic of language: Inflection adds beauty to the Arabic language, as it shows the diversity
of linguistic styles and reflects the eloquence of expression. Inflectional vowels such as fatha,
kasra, and damma give words a musical and aesthetically appealing quality.

Ability to express emotions: The Arabic language has a remarkable ability to express emotions
and feelings, making it an ideal language for literature and poetry, where writers can use precise
expressions to convey their emotions.

7. Phonetic Beauty:

The Arabic language is distinguished by the beauty of its pronunciation, as the sounds used in
it reflect the meanings of words, which contributes to creating beautiful auditory effects when
reading or listening. Sound “has an auditory value in the Arabic language, as each letter has a
sound whose intonational level is determined by its point of articulation in the speech
apparatus.” The auditory value in Arabic shows that the letter is not limited to its written form,
but its articulation and sound are determined through intonation and pronunciation. Sound is
“the smallest unit in the audible stream” and is responsible for conveying psychological
intentions and delivering them to the receiver.

Since these sounds differ in their evocative capacity due to differences in articulation and
features—some are articulated from the throat, some from the lips, and others from between
them; some are strong, some are soft, and some are intermediate—these variations have led to
the use of sounds according to the contexts that require them. Thus, they said gadama and
khadama, both meaning eating, but the first refers to eating dry food, while the second refers to
eating moist food.

These words also undergo changes in vowels (inflectional and structural), and this alternation
leads to differences in meaning, as seen in verbs when changing from active to passive voice:
daraba is not like duriba. In the first, we know the doer, while in the second we only know that
the action occurred, without knowing who performed it. This change in meaning occurs despite
the presence of the same sounds in both words.

Phonetic beauty in the Arabic language is manifested through several elements, including:
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Distribution of articulation points: Arabic is characterized by a balanced distribution of
articulation points between the lips and the deepest part of the throat, creating rich phonetic
diversity. This distribution contributes to sound harmony and enhances linguistic beauty.
Phonetic harmony: Arabic speakers strive to achieve harmony between the letters of a single
word, resulting in musical coherence. For example, certain letters are replaced by phonetically
compatible ones, as in idtaraba instead of idtaraba, where the letter 7@’ is replaced by ta’ due
to phonetic proximity.

Repetition and rhythm: In Arabic poetry, sound repetition is used to create musical rhythm in
the text, enhancing its aesthetic impact. Poets use sound repetition to create harmony between
words, as seen in classical Arabic poetry, which relies on repeated expressions to evoke
emotions.

Sound semantics: Some sounds in Arabic carry specific meanings, such as the letter “ghayn,”
which indicates concealment and hiddenness, adding aesthetic depth to meaning.

Poetic meters: The Arabic language relies on specific musical meters in poetry, creating a
distinctive rhythm. Each poetic meter has its own melody, contributing to the beauty of poetic
texts.

Conclusion:

At the end of this brief discussion of the Arabic language, it can be concluded that Arabic is not
merely a means of communication, but a manifestation of beauty and creativity. The Arabic
language is characterized by unique features that make it a rich language, even richer than many
others, as it contains a vast lexicon that allows the expression of ideas and emotions in multiple
ways. The beauty of the Arabic language is evident in both its poetry and prose, where writers
and poets throughout the ages have crafted magnificent literary works that embody Arab
culture.

Preserving the Arabic language is a collective responsibility, as new generations must learn it
and take pride in it. In light of the challenges facing Arabic in the era of globalization, it is
necessary to encourage its use in education, media, and culture. Relevant institutions should
also work on developing curricula to include the Arabic language more extensively, thereby
strengthening its status as a language of science and literature. The Arabic language, the
language of beauty and creativity, deserves pride and recognition, as it is not only a means of
communication but also a cultural and civilizational heritage extending across ages.
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