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Abstract:

Islamic civilization witnessed considerable flourishing in many fields, particularly in classification
and authorship, where books and compilations addressing the various branches of knowledge and
the sciences current in the medieval period became widely circulated. However, much of this
heritage was lost because of the wars and calamities to which the Islamic lands were subjected,
including the burning and destruction of libraries and books over the passage of time and the
succession of ages. Fortunately, however, much of this lost heritage was mentioned in the sources
that have reached us, as many authors transmitted texts from books about which we know nothing
except through these quotations. Among the sources that mention many lost books is Meadows of
Gold by ‘All ibn al-Husayn al-Masudi. In the introduction to his book, the author listed a long
catalog of the sources he relied on in composing it. He also referred, within the body of his work, to
numerous sources from which he quoted and which have become lost down to the present day. In
this study, we have sought to encompass the lost sources mentioned by al-Mas'0d1 in his book
Meadows of Gold.
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Introduction:

Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems is among al-Masudi’s most prominent works. It is a
historical and geographical work that deals with the history of nations, prophets, and kings, as well
as the conditions of peoples and their places of habitation. In it, he relied on diverse religious,
philosophical, historical, and geographical sources, many of which are now lost, making his book
an important reference for reconstructing historical heritage and for understanding the
methodologies of those sources.

Who, then, was al-Mas‘1id1? What is the importance of his book, Meadows of Gold? And what are
the most important lost sources that he mentioned in Meadows of Gold? These are the questions that
this paper will attempt to answer.

Biographical Notice on al-Mas udi:

He is Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali al-Mas‘tGdi. There has been disagreement
concerning the origin of this nisba. The well-known view is that it refers to the Companion ‘Abd
Allah ibn Mas‘ud, may God be pleased with him, since he was one of his descendants, and it has
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also been said to refer to Mas‘lida, a quarter in Baghdad beyond al-Ma’miiniyya or within the
property of the Nizamiyya madrasa.! As for the date of his birth, some scholars place it in 287
AH/900 CE. It appears, however, that he was born before this date, as is evident from the
chronology of his journeys. In 300 AH/913 CE, he began a long journey that took him through
Persia as far as Sind and India, continuing until 304 AH/917 CE.? Some researchers hold that he
began his journey in 303 AH/916 CE. In any case, it is unreasonable to suppose that al-Mas td1
would have faced dangers and perils at sea while not yet exceeding sixteen years of age, if his birth
is dated to 287 AH/900 CE.?

Al-Mas‘idi was born in Baghdad and grew up there. In speaking of Dar al-Salam, he says: “It
grieves us, given the separation to which we have been driven, to part from this city in which we
were born and in which we were raised. The days have distanced us from it, and our journeys have
carried us far away from it, so that the abode has become distant and the place of visitation
remote.” As for what Ibn al-Nadim mentioned when he said, “This man is from the people of the
Maghrib,” This is only because he resided for a long time in Egypt, which, for Baghdadis at that
time, was counted among the lands of the Maghrib.® Yaqiit said: “The statement of Muhammad ibn
Ishaq, Ibn al-Nadim, that he was from the people of the Maghrib is incorrect.”” Despite the hardship
he endured through extensive travel, al-Mas udi was a prolific author and a man of broad learning.
He was therefore able to encompass diverse subjects and write on them.® His journeys and travels
enabled him to observe directly and helped him develop the faculty of criticism, observation, and
comprehensive vision; thus, his observations were critical and sound.” Al-Mas‘@id1 apologized to his
readers for not being able to devote himself entirely to study and writing because of the frequency
of his travels. He says in the introduction to Meadows of Gold: “Nevertheless, we apologize for any
deficiency that may exist and absolve ourselves of any omission that may have occurred, owing to

1. al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hadi al-‘Alaw1, "Kitab Ithbat al-Wasiyya li-I-Mas ‘@idi am li-I-Shalmaghani?," Majallat al-Khizana,
al-‘Ataba al-‘Abbasiyya al-Muqaddasa, Markaz Ihya’ al-Turath, Baghdad, no. 7, year 4, Sha‘ban 1441 AH/March 2020
CE, 67-172, 71.

2. Sa’ib ‘Abd al-Hamid, ‘Ilm al-Tarikh wa-Manahij al-Mu’arrikhin fi ‘Ilm al-Tarikh: Nash’atan wa-Tadwinan wa-
Nagdan wa-Falsafatan, wa-Manahij Kibar Mu’arrikhi al-Islam, 2nd ed. (Beirut: Markaz al-Ghadir li-1-Dirasat wa-1-
Nashr wa-1-Tawzi', 2008), 191.

3. al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hadi al-"Alawi, "Kitab Ithbat al-Wasiyya li-1-Mas TidT am li-1-Shalmaghani?," previously cited
article, 72.

4, ‘Al1 ibn al-Husayn al-Mas ‘@id1, al-Tanbth wa-1-Ishraf, corrected and reviewed by ‘Abd Allah Isma‘1l al-Sadiq (Cairo:
Dar al-Fatawa li-1-Tab“ wa-1-Nashr wa-1-Ta’'lif, 1938), 38.

5. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 219.

6. ‘Abd al-Razzaq Abi al-Sabr, Tarikh al-‘Arab al-Islami min Khilal Jughrafiyyat Mashriqiyya Mu'allafa Qabla
Nihayat al-Qarn al-Khamis li-I-Hijra, vol. 1, 1st ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, 2013), 225.

7. Yaqut ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hamawi, Mu ‘jam al-Buldan, vol. 4 (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1977), 1705.

8. ‘Al Adham, Ba‘d Mu’arrikhi al-Islam (Cairo: Maktabat Nahdat Misr bi-1-Fajjala, n.d.), 57.

9. Ibrahim Ahmad Hasan Abii Shubayka, Khilafat Bani Umayya ‘inda ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn al-Mas tdi, 41-132 AH/661-
749 CE, master’s thesis, Faculty of Arts, Department of History and Archaeology, Islamic University, Gaza, 1427
AH/2007 CE, 20.
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what has disturbed our thoughts and overwhelmed our hearts through the vicissitudes of travel and
the crossing of deserts...”!?

Thus, al-Mas‘tGd1 is considered an encyclopedic scholar, as well as both a historian and a
geographer. He views matters with the eye of the historian while, at the same time, contemplating
them through the observations of the geographer. This quality confirms the resemblance between
him and Herodotus.!! For this reason, the Orientalist von Kremer, in his book The History of
Culture in the East, called him the Herodotus of the Arabs,'? and Kratchkovsky regarded him as the
most original of the geographical writers of the tenth century.!?

2. Al-Mas ‘udr’s Doctrinal Affiliation

Historians have differed regarding al-Mas‘iidi’s doctrinal affiliation. Al-Subki held that he was a
Shafi‘1, and therefore included a biographical entry on him in Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iyya. However, he
adds: “It was said that he was Mu‘tazili in doctrine.”'* Ibn Hajar, meanwhile, held that al-Mas ‘Gd1
was a Shi'T1 Mu'tazili, stating: “His books are replete with indications that he was a Shi‘1
Mu ‘tazili.”!?

Al-Najasht also included a biographical entry on him in Kitab al-Rijal."® Several critics have stated
that, when al-Najashi includes a person in his book, he is to be judged a Twelver Shi‘1 unless al-
Najasht explicitly states otherwise.!” This is the view favored by Sa’ib ‘Abd al-Hamid, on account

1.16

of al-Mas 0di’s many writings relating to the Imamate, including al-Safwa 1 al-Imama, Risalat al-
Tabyan on the names of the Imams, and Rahat al-Azhar fi Akhbar Al Muhammad, may God bless
him and grant him peace, and their dispersion throughout the lands.'® Among these is Ithbat al-
Wasiyya li-I-Imam ‘Al ibn Abi Talib, which al-Najashi attributed to al-Mas @idi.'"” Fu’ad Sezgin
likewise did so, stating that it was printed in Najaf in 1375 AH/1955 CE.*

10. Al-Mas “@id1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, previously cited source, 10.
11. ‘Ali Adham, Ba'd Mu’arrikhi al-Islam, previously cited reference, 52.
12. Nabih ‘Aqil, "al-Mu’arrikh al-‘ Arabi Sahib Muriij al-Dhahab, al-Mas‘@idi," Majallat al-‘Arabi 8, no. 48 (Kuwait,
1382 AH): 112-15, 113; ‘Iffat Muhammad al-Sharqawi, Adab al-Tarikh ‘inda al-‘Arab: Fikrat al-Tarikh, Nash’atuha
wa-Tatawwuruha (Beirut: Dar al-‘Awda, n.d.), 281.
13. Ignatii Tulianovich Kratchkovsky, Tarikh al-Adab al-Jughraft al-‘Arabi, trans. Salah al-Din ‘Uthman Hashim, vol. 1
(Cairo: Matba‘at Lajnat al-Ta’lif wa-I-Tarjama wa-1-Nashr, 1963), 177.
14. ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Alt al-Subki, Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iyya, vol. 3, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Hulw and
Mahmiid Muhammad al-Tanaht (Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya, 1971), 456.
15. Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan, vol. 5, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Abii Ghudda, 1st ed. (Beirut: Dar
al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyya, 2002), 532.
16. Ahmad ibn ‘Al al-Najashi, Kitab al-Rijal, 1st ed. (Beirut: Sharikat al-A ‘lam1 li-I-Matbt‘at, 2010), 243.
17. al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hadi al-‘Alawi, "Kitab Ithbat al-Wasiyya li-1-Mas ‘Gid1 am li-1-Shalmaghani?," previously cited
article, 73.
18. S2’ib ‘Abd al-Hamid, ‘Ilm al-Tarikh wa-Manahij al-Mu’arrikhin, previously cited reference, 193.
19. Al-Najashi, al-Rijal, previously cited source, 243.
20. Fu’ad Sezgin, Tarikh al-Turath al-‘Arabi, vol. 1, part 2, previously cited reference, 183.
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3. Introduction to Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems

Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems is regarded as one link in the chain of historical works
composed by the author, admirably combining history and geography.?! Al-Mas‘@idi composed a
large book entitled Akhbar al-Zaman wa-Man Abadahu al-Hadathan min al-Umam al-Madiya wa-I1-
Ajyal wa-1-Mamalik al-Dathira. He then abridged it and entitled the abridgment al-Awsat.
Thereafter, he wished to summarise what he had treated at length and to abridge what he had
rendered in intermediate form in this book. He stated: “We shall deposit in it selected portions of
what those two books contained, together with other kinds of knowledge and reports concerning
nations.”?? He named it Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems, saying he gave it this title because
of the preciousness of its contents.?

There is disagreement concerning the year in which al-Mas ‘idi composed this book. Some hold that
he wrote Meadows of Gold in Basra in 332 AH/943 CE,?* whereas others maintain that he
completed its composition in 336 AH/947 CE in Fustat, Egypt.?

Meadows of Gold is regarded as a scholarly encyclopedia, bringing together historical,
geographical, and urban information concerning the East in the ninth century CE. It is also
considered a universal history that encompasses accounts of all the known kingdoms across the
three divisions of the world at that time.?¢

In this book, al-Mas‘@idi was influenced by al-Ya'qiib1's writing. He adopted from him the method
of historical arrangement by topic, making nations, prophets, kings, dynasties, and caliphs the axes
of his study.?’” He organized his history by subject, such as the history of the Indians, Persians,
Byzantines, Jews, Chinese, Arabs, and Turks in ancient times, and distinguished between histories
arranged by states and rulers.?®

Al-Mas‘ud1 divided Meadows of Gold into two principal sections: the first devoted to pre-Islamic
history, and the second to events from the prophetic mission to the year 336 AH/947 CE. The first
section of Meadows of Gold deals with accounts of creation and the prophets, then presents the
history of ancient nations and civilizations, their kings, and their religions, such as India, Persia,
Greece, Byzantium, Egypt, the Arabs, and others, while also addressing the conditions, customs,
and religious and geographical landmarks of peoples.?’ The second section deals with the history of

21. Muhammad Ahmad Tarhini, al-Mu’arrikhiin wa-1-Tarikh ‘inda al-‘Arab (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d.),
147.
22. Al-Mas‘tdi, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 10.
23. Al-Mas‘0di, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 15; Hajji Khalifa, Kashf al-Zuntin, vol. 2, ed. Muhammad Sharaf al-Din
Yaltqaya and Rif"at Bilka al-Kilis1 (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-"Arabi, n.d.), 1659.
24. ‘Abd al-Rahman Husayn al-‘Azzawt, al-Mas ‘0idi Mu’arrikhan (Baghdad: Manshurat Ittihad al-Mu’arrikhin al-‘Arab,
1982), 43.
25. Ayman Fu’ad al-Sayyid, al-Kitaba al-Tartkhiyya wa-Manahij al-Naqd al-Tarikh1 ‘inda al-Mu’arrikhin al-Muslimin,
Ist ed. (Cairo: al-Dar al-Misriyya al-Lubnaniyya, 2017), 70.
26. Eduard Van Dyck, Iktifa’ al-Qunii‘ bima Huwa Matbii‘, corrected by al-Sayyid Muhammad ‘Alf al-Biblawi (Egypt:
Matbaat al-Ta’lif, al-Hilal, 1896), 56.
27. ‘Abd al-Hamid Sa@’ib, ‘Ilm al-Tarikh wa-Manahij al-Mu’arrikhin, previously cited reference, 196.
28. al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Salim, al-Tarikh wa-1-Mu’arrikhiin al-‘Arab (Beirut: Dar al-Nahda al-‘Arabiyya, 1967), 93.
29. ‘Alt Adham, Ba‘d Mu’arrikhi al-‘Arab, previously cited reference, 58.
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the Islamic state from the mission of the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace, to the
early days of the Abbasid caliph al-Muti" li-llah in 336 AH/947 CE.

Thus, Meadows of Gold is an important reference on the customs and ethnic groups of peoples,
sects, and their doctrines, philosophy, astronomy, zoology, and other matters. Nevertheless,
historical information, biographies, genealogies, and countries occupy a substantial place in this
work.>® Al-Mas‘@idi revised his book twice during his stay in Egypt: the first time in 336 AH/947
CE, and the second around 345 AH/956 CE.3!

The Lost Sources of al-Mas ‘Gdi Mentioned in Meadows of Gold

In Meadows of Gold, al-Masiid1 relied on diverse sources, including written works, documents,
oral reports, and personal observations. He drew upon a large number of historical and geographical
sources, including more than eighty known works.** Al-Mas lidi was keen to present his sources,
analyze them, assess their objective value, highlight the merits of their authors, and clarify their
scholarly standing.* In addition, al-Mas'lidi used sources that remain lost and have not been
uncovered by investigators down to the present day. Therefore, al-Mas‘tid1’s recourse to them and
his recording of certain passages from them are of great importance.>* This is in addition to the
many sources he did not mention in his introduction, but which he explicitly stated he quoted in the
body of his book. At times, he would refer to a source's title without mentioning its author. This
may have been due to the book's fame in his time. Among such books, for example, are Kitab
Suwar al-Ard wa-ma ‘Alayha min al-Abniya al-Mu‘azzama wa-l-Hayakil al-Mushayyada,** Kitab
al-Filaha,*® and Kitab Akhbar al-Tababi‘a.’” We also find that al-Mas ‘@dT sometimes leaves some of
his sources unspecified by using general expressions such as “and several akhbaris and authors of
sira works have mentioned.”®

A. Al-Mas‘udr’s Lost Works

In Meadows of Gold, al-Mas‘udi relied on his own works, most of which have been lost, some of
which remain in manuscript form, and only a few of which have been printed. Jawad “Alf stated that
they exceed thirty works.* Ibn al-Nadim mentioned five of his books,* While al-Najashi listed
thirteen works by him.*' As for Isma‘1l Pasha al-Baghdadi, he mentioned twenty-nine books.*?

30. Ra‘d ‘Awda ‘Abtan al-Khuraysha, al-Mawarid al-Tarikhiyya li-I-Mas ‘td1 fi Kitabihi “Murij al-Dhahab wa-Ma‘adin
al-Jawhar” li-1-Fatra al-Umawiyya, master’s thesis, Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of Jordan, 2009, 64.
31. Ayman Fu’ad al-Sayyid, al-Kitaba al-Tarikhiyya, previously cited reference, 71.
32. S2’ib ‘Abd al-Hamid, ‘Ilm al-Tarikh wa-Manahij al-Mu’arrikhin, previously cited reference, 196.
33. Ibid., 184.
34. Jawad ‘Al1, "Mawarid Tarikh al-Mas10d1," Sumer, Directorate General of Antiquities, Iraq, 20, parts 1 and 2 (1964):
1-48, 25.
35. Al-Mas‘ad1, Murtj al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 237.
36. Ibid., vol. 1, 102.
37. Ibid., vol. 2, 60.
38. Ibid., vol. 3, 61.
39. Jawad "Al1, "Mawarid Tarikh al-Mas‘@idi," previously cited article, 2.
40. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 219, 220.
41. Al-Najashi, al-Rijal, previously cited source, 243.
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What concerns us here is his lost works to which he referred in Meadows of Gold, among which are
the following:

Kitab Akhbar al-Zaman wa-Man Abadahu al-Hadathan min al-Umam al-Madiya wa-1-Ajyal wa-1-
Mamalik al-Dathira.** He mentioned it in his introduction.* It is said that this book consisted of
thirty volumes.* Its first part was printed.*¢ It is the most important of al-Mas‘@idi’s works, and he
relied on it in the rest of his writings. This book is mentioned in Meadows of Gold more than 140
times.*’

Al-Kitab al-Awsat. He also mentioned it in his introduction.*® Like Akhbar al-Zaman, it is an
encyclopedia of universal history. It is an intermediate abridgment between Akhbar al-Zaman and
Meadows of Gold, in which al-Mas‘id1 abridged what had been treated in detail in Akhbar al-
Zaman and added new matters that had not appeared in the first book.*’ Accordingly, it is larger in
size than Meadows of Gold. A manuscript section of it is preserved in Hagia Sophia,>® And one
volume is also preserved in the Bodleian Library in Oxford.”!

B. Lost Historical Sources

In Meadows of Gold, al-Mas tid1 mentioned several historical works on which he relied and from
which he quoted, but which have since become lost. Among these works are the following:

Kitab al-Mabda’ by Wahb ibn Munabbih, d. 114 AH/732 CE.> This is a book on the beginning of
creation and the history of the heavenly messages, and it is lost.>* The title al-Mabda’ denotes the
beginning of creation and represents the first Arab attempt to write the history of the revealed
messages.>* Al-Mas ‘Gd1 referred to it in several places, including his statement: “This is found in
Kitab al-Mabda’ wa-1-Siyar by Wahb ibn Munabbih and others.”>?

42. Isma ‘1l Pasha al-Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-Arifin: Asma’ al-Mu’allifin wa-Athar al-Musannifin, vol. 1 (Beirut: Dar
Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), 679.

43, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawi, al-1'1an bi-1-Tawbikh li-Man Dhamma al-Tarikh, ed.
Franz Rosenthal, trans. Salih Ahmad al-"Al1, 1st ed. (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1986), 302.

44. Al-Mas ‘@d1, Murdj al-Dhahab, vol. 1, previously cited source, 9.

45. Fu’ad Sezgin, Tarikh al-Turath al-"Arabfi, vol. 1, part 2, previously cited reference, 180.

46. Printed under the title Akhbar al-Zaman wa-Man Abadahu al-Hadathan wa-‘Aja’ib al-Buldan wa-1-Ghamir bi-1-Ma’
wa-1-"Umran, reviewed and corrected by ‘Abd Allah al-Sawi, 1st ed. (Cairo: Matba‘at ‘Abd al-Hamid Ahmad Hanaff,
1938). Jawad ‘Al holds that this printed part is another book and not al-Mas ‘@idi’s work, for reasons he mentions. See
Jawad ‘Ali, "Mawarid Tarikh al-Mas1id1," previously cited article, 6, 7.

47. Ra‘d ‘Awda "Abtan al-Khuraysha, al-Mawarid al-Tarikhiyya li-I-Mas‘Gdi, previously cited reference, 27.

48. Al-Mas ‘id1, Murdj al-Dhahab, vol. 1, previously cited source, 9.

49. Jawad ‘Al1, "Mawarid Tarikh al-Mas‘@id1," previously cited article, 10.

50. Fu’ad Sezgin, Tarikh al-Turath al-‘Arabi, vol. 1, part 2, previously cited reference, 181.

51. Nabih ‘Aqil, "al-Mu’arrikh al-‘Arabi Sahib Murijj al-Dhahab, al-Mas‘tdi," previously cited article, 14.

52. He is Abl ‘Abd Allah Wahb ibn Munabbih al-Yamani. He died in San‘a’ in the year 110 AH, though it has also been
said that he died in 114 AH or 116 AH, at the age of ninety. ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim Ibn Qutayba al-Dinawarf, al-
Ma‘arif, ed. Tharwat ‘Ukasha, 4th ed. (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1981), 459; Ahmad ibn Muhammad Ibn Khallikan,
Wafayat al-A‘yan wa-Anba’ Abna’ al-Zaman, ed. Ihsan ‘Abbas, vol. 6 (Beirut: Dar Sadir, n.d.), 35, 36.

53. Al-Suwaykit, Manhaj al-Mas Gdi f1 Kitabat al-Tarikh, previously cited reference, 206.

54. Al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-*Aziz Salim, al-Tarikh wa-1-Mu’arrikhtin al-‘Arab, previously cited reference, 47.

55. Al-Mas tdi, Muriij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 53.
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Kitab al-Maghazi, Kitab al-Sira al-Nabawiyya, and Kitab Tarikh al-Khulafa’ by Muhammad ibn
Ishaq al-Madani, d. 151 AH/768 CE.* Ibn Ishaq was a deeply learned scholar of campaigns and
biographies. He authored several works, the most famous of which are Kitab al-Mabda’, Kitab al-
Sira al-Nabawiyya, and Kitab al-Khulafa’.>” These constitute a single work by Ibn Ishdq composed
of three parts: pre-Islamic history, the prophetic biography and campaigns, and accounts of the
caliphs. Al-Mas‘ud1 relied on it in Meadows of Gold, transmitted some reports from it, and
preferred it over other sources.>®

Kitab Siffin by Abii Mikhnaf Lt ibn Yahya al-Azdi, d. 157 AH/774 CE.>° Abii Mikhnaf Liit ibn
Yahya composed several works and compilations, including Kitab al-Ridda, Kitab Futiih al-Sham,
Kitab Futuh al-‘Iraq, Kitab al-Jamal, Kitab Siffin, Kitab Ahl al-Nahrawan wa-1-Khawarij, and
others. ® Al-Mas lidi mentioned him in his introduction and transmitted reports from him
concerning Mu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan, ‘Alf ibn Abi Talib, and the Battle of Siffin.®! He explicitly
stated that he quoted from him in several places, including his statement: “Abt Mikhnaf Lt ibn
Yahya and other akhbaris mentioned that, when authority passed to Mu‘awiya...”

Kitab Akhbar al-Umawiyyin by ‘Ali ibn Mujahid, d. 182 AH/798 CE. He is Abu Mujahid “Ali ibn
Mujahid al-Kabuli. He was born in al-Rayy in 100 AH/718 CE and later came to Baghdad. He was
a historian and traditionist, although his transmission is not regarded as entirely reliable. He had
several works, including Kitab al-Maghazi.%® and Kitab Akhbar al-Umawiyyin, which al-Mas ‘Gd1
mentioned and on which he relied in Meadows of Gold.®*

Kitab Mulik al-Yaman by Hisham ibn Muhammad ibn al-Sa’ib al-Kalbi, d. 204 AH/819 CE.
Hisham al-Kalbi was a scholar of genealogy, the reports of the Arabs, their battle-days, their
defects, and their military events. He received knowledge from his father and from a group of
transmitters. He had several works, said to have reached 150 compositions.® Ibn al-Nadim
mentioned some of them in al-Fihrist,% including Kitab Muliik al-Yaman, which Ibn al-Nadim
listed under the title Kitab al-Yaman wa-Amr Sayf.®’ Ibn Tahir al-MaqdisT also mentioned it in his

56. He is Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Yasar ibn Khiyar, the erudite scholar, traditionist, and akhbar1. Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabaqat,
vol. 9; Muhammad ibn Sa‘d al-Zuhri, Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, ed. ‘Alt Muhammad ‘Umar, 1st ed. (Cairo: Maktabat
al-Khanji, 2001), 323, 324; Ibn Qutayba, al-Ma‘arif, previously cited source, 491, 492.

57. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 136.

58. Al-Suwaykit, Manhaj al-Mas 1di fT Kitabat al-Tarikh, previously cited reference, 208.

59. He is Lut ibn Yahya al-Kiifi, known as Abli Mikhnaf, a historian and akhbari. However, he is considered weak in
transmission by several scholars, including Yahya ibn Ma‘in, Abti Hatim, and al-Daraqutni. Vol. 7, ed. Shu‘ayb al-
Arna’ut et al., 1st ed. (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1982), 301, 302.

60. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 136.

61. Ra‘d ‘Awda “Abtan al-Khuraysha, al-Mawarid al-Tarikhiyya li-I-Mas ‘tdi, previously cited reference, 94, 95.

62. Al-Mas‘ad1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 3, 21.

63. Ahmad ibn ‘Alf al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Madinat al-Salam wa-Akhbar Muhaddiththa wa-Dhikr Quttaniha min
al-‘Ulama’ min Ghayr Ahliha wa-Waridiha, vol. 13, ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Marif (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami,
2001), 592; Sezgin, Tarikh al-Turath al-‘Arabi, vol. 1, part 2, previously cited reference, 135.

64. Al-Mas Tidi, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 12.

65. Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, vol. 10, previously cited source, 102.

66. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 140-43.

67. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, 141.
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book al-Bad’ wa-l-Tarikh under the title Tarikh al-Yaman.®® Al-Mas‘Gidi drew on it in his discussion
of the genealogies of Yemen and the dispersion of al-Azd throughout the lands, explicitly stating
that he quoted Hisham al-Kalbi.*”

Kitab al-Akhbar by al-Nawfali, who was alive before 204 AH/819 CE.”® Al-Mas iidi counted him
among those who became famous for their writings and mentioned him in his introduction. He also
referred to his book al-Akhbar, from which he quoted, in several places in Meadows of Gold,
literary and historical information about the Umayyads and those who came after them. This book
has not reached us except through quotations by al-Mas Gdi, al-Tabari, and al-Isfahani in his Kitab
al-Aghani.”!

The two books Tarikh al-‘Ajam wa-Bani Umayya and Khawatim al-Khulafa' by al-Haytham ibn
‘Adt al-Ta’1, d. 206 AH/821 CE. Ibn al-Nadim mentioned these two books in al-Fihrist.”? In the
introduction to his book, al-Mas‘tdi praised al-Haytham ibn ‘Adi and counted him among the
authors of well-known compilations.

Kitab Futiuh al-Amsar by al-Waqidi, d. 207 AH/822 CE. Al-Waqidi was a scholar of biographies,
campaigns, conquests, and people’s differences concerning hadith, jurisprudence, legal rulings, and
reports. He had many works, having composed books on campaigns, biographies, conquests, and
classes of transmitters.”?

Kitab Akhbar al-Furs by Abtu ‘Ubayda Ma ‘'mar ibn al-Muthanna, d. 210 AH/825 CE. Al-Mas udi
benefited from it regarding the history of the Persians.”* He stated that Abti ‘Ubayda Ma ‘mar ibn al-
Muthanna al-Taymi had a book on Persian history, saying: “Abi ‘Ubayda Ma mar ibn al-Muthanna
al-Taym1 mentioned, concerning the lifespan of Kisra, in a book of his on the history of the
Persians...”” Perhaps it is the same book as Fada’il al-Furs, which Ibn al-Nadim mentioned.”®
Kitab Akhbar al-Khulafa’ al-Kabir by Abi al-Hasan ‘Al1 ibn Muhammad al-Mada'ini, d. 225
AH/838 CE. Al-Mada’int had many works, which Ibn al-Nadim mentioned in al-Fihrist. Among
them is Tarikh al-Khulafa’ al-Kabir, which begins with reports on the caliph Abu Bakr al-Siddiq
and ends with reports on the Abbasid caliph al-Mu‘tasim.”’

Kitab al-Majalis by Abi ‘Isa Muhammad ibn Hariin al-Warraq, d. 247 AH/861 CE. He was from
Baghdad and was one of the Mutazili scholars. He had several writings, including al-Magqalat f1 al-

68. Abti Tahir al-Mutahhart al-Maqdisi, al-Bad’ wa-1-Tarikh, vol. 3, ed. Clément Huart, introduced and reviewed by Ben
Mazyan Ben Sharqi, Ist ed. (Algiers: Ibn al-Nadim li-1-Nashr wa-1-Tawz1‘; Beirut: Dar al-Rawafid al-Thaqafiyya,
2015), 367.

69. Al-Mas ‘0di, Murtj al-Dhahab, vol. 2, 146.

70. He is Abt al-Hasan ‘Alt ibn Muhammad al-Nawfali, a transmitter and historian. He is counted among the sources of
al-Tabar, al-Mas ‘1id1, and Abi al-Faraj al-Isfahani. He authored Kitab al-Akhbar on the history of the Umayyads and
Abbasids, vol. 1, 1st ed. (Qom: Mu’assasat Dar Ma‘arif al-Figh al-Islami, 2004), 626.

71. Fu’ad Sezgin, Tarikh al-Turath al-*Arabi, vol. 1, part 2, previously cited reference, 136.

72. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 145, 146.

73. Ibn Qutayba, al-Ma‘arif, previously cited source, 518; Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 144.

74. Al-Suwaykit, Manhaj al-Mas 0d1 f1 Kitabat al-Tarikh, previously cited reference, 211.

75. Al-Mas‘0di, Muriij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 179.

76. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 80.

77. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 149.
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Imama and Kitab al-Majalis,’”® from which al-Mas‘@idi quoted in Meadows of Gold a debate that
took place between Hisham ibn al-Hakam and ‘Amr ibn ‘Ubayd.”

Kitab Akhbar Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdi by Yiasuf ibn Ibrahim, known as Ibn al-Daya, d. 260
AH/874 CE. He is Yusuf ibn Ibrahim Abu al-Hasan al-Katib. He was in the service of Ibrahim ibn
al-Mahdi and served as his secretary. He was the son of the nurse to Ibrahtm ibn al-Mahdt and, for
this reason, became known as Ibn al-Daya.*

Kitab Abyat al-‘Arab by Abu Sa‘id al-Sukkari, d. 275 AH/888 CE. Abu Sa‘id al-Hasan ibn al-
Husayn al-Sukkari was a scholar of language, genealogy, and the battle days of the Arabs. He
became known for collecting poetry and literature, and he had numerous works on language,
literature, natural history, and Arab reports.®! Al-Mas‘@idi quoted in Meadows of Gold from his
book Abyat al-‘Arab.®?

Kitab al-Hala’ib wa-l-Jala’ib by ‘Tsa ibn Lahi‘a al-Misri, d. 275 AH/888 CE. In his introduction,
al-Mas‘idi counted ‘Isa ibn Lahi‘a al-Misri among the sources on which he relied.®* In 2021 CE,
the Jawad al-‘Arabi Center, Bayt al-"Arab, in Kuwait, published a book by Yahya ‘Abd Allah al-
Kindi, in which he collected texts from this lost book and titled it Qabas min Kitab al-Hala’ib wa-1-
Jala’ib li-1-Muhaddith al-Akhbari Ab1 Muhammad ‘1sa ibn Lahi‘a al-Misri.

Kitab al-Mu’allifin by Ibn Ab1 Tahir ibn Tayftur, d. 280 AH/893 CE. He is Ahmad ibn Ab1 Tahir
ibn Tayfur al-Khurasani, a historian and one of the eloquent poets and transmitters. He was born in
Baghdad in 204 AH/819 CE. He was highly esteemed for his transmission, and one can scarcely
find a major work composed after his time that does not quote from his books.® Al-Mas adi
mentioned him in his introduction and referred to his writings.®® He had several works, the most
important of which are Tarikh Baghdad and Balaghat al-Nisa’.%’

Kitab al-Tabyan by Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Barqi, d. 280 AH/893 CE. He is Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqt, a Shi‘1 jurist. He was originally from Kufa and settled in Qom. He
was one of the transmitters of language and poetry. He authored works in accordance with the

78. Al-Mas idi, Muriij al-Dhahab, vol. 4, previously cited source, 86; al-Zirikli, al-A ‘1am, vol. 7, previously cited
reference, 127.
79. Al-Mas ‘di, Muriij al-Dhahab, vol. 4, 86.
80. Yaqut al-Hamaw1, Mu‘jam al-Udaba’, vol. 2, previously cited source, 557-60.
81. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 117; ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Suyiiti, Bughyat al-Wu‘at fi Tabaqat al-
Lughawiyyin wa-l-Nuhat, vol. 1, ed. Muhammad Abii al-Fadl Ibrahim, 1st ed. (Cairo: Matba‘at ‘Isa al-Babi al-Halabi
wa-Shuraka'uh, 1965), 502.
82. Al-Mas 1ud1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 12.
83. Al-Mas1ud1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 2, 176.
84. Al-Mas1ud1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 11.
85. Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Dar al-Salam, vol. 5, previously cited source, 345; Fu’ad Sezgin, Tarikh al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, vol. 1, part 2, previously cited reference, 215; Muhammad Kurd ‘Ali, Kuniiz al-Ajdad (Damascus: Matba‘at al-
Raqt, 1950), 97.
86. Al-Mas Gd1, Muriij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, previously cited source, 12.
87. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, 209; Yaqit al-Hamawi, Mu ‘jam al-Udaba’, vol. 1, 282; Khayr al-Din al-Zirikl1i, al-A ‘lam,
vol. 1, 15th ed. (Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm li-1-Malayin, 2002), 141.
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Imami doctrine, and his writings numbered over 100, including Kitab al-Ihtijaj, Kitab al-Safar, and
Kitab al-Buldan.®®

Kitab al-Ajwad by Muhammad ibn Zakariyya al-Ghallabi, d. 290 AH/902 CE. He is Abi ‘Abd
Allah Muhammad ibn Zakariyya ibn Dinar, from Basra. He was known for transmitting reports,
biographies, and campaigns, and was accused of Shi‘T inclination. He wrote numerous historical
works, including Akhbar Fatima, Magqtal al-Husayn, Waq‘at Siffin wa-l-Jamal, and Kitab al-
Harra.* as well as Kitab al-Ajwad,”® from which al-Mas @idi quoted in Meadows of Gold.”!

Tarikh Ibn Khurdadhbih by Abi al-Qasim ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Khurdadhbih, d. ca. 300 AH/912
CE. Al-Mas‘iidi mentioned him in his introduction and praised him as an imam in authorship and as
one who excelled in the elegance of composition. He described his history as one of the most
comprehensive books ever written.”” Al-Mas‘@idi benefited from Ibn Khurdadhbih’s book, while
directing some criticisms at it. His book is regarded as one of the lost historical sources, and in it, he
dealt with the history of nations before Islam.”?

Kitab Siyar al-Khulafa’ by Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn Zakariyya al-Razi, d. 313 AH/925 CE. Al-
Razi1 is considered one of the encyclopedic scholars who wrote in various fields. He worked in
medicine, chemistry, and philosophy, and was the leading physician of his time. He composed al-
Haw1 in thirty volumes and the famous abridged work al-Mansiir1.”* He also had numerous writings
mentioned by Ibn al-Nadim and Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a.”> Al-Mas Tidi benefited from some of his books,
such as the book he wrote on the Harranians and their doctrines, and Kitab Siyar al-Khulafa’, to
which al-Mas ‘idi referred in his introduction.”®

Kitab Akhbar al-Muqtadir by Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abdus al-Jahshiyari, d. 331
AH/942 CE. He was one of the epistolary secretaries and report transmitters. He authored Kitab al-
Wuzara’ wa-1-Kuttab and Kitab Mizan al-Shi‘r wa-l-Ishtimal ‘ala Anwa‘ al-‘Artd.®” Al-Mas ‘Gid1
referred to Kitab Akhbar al-Mugqtadir and stated that it amounted to one thousand folios, and that he

had obtained only small portions of it.”®

88. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 310; Yaqiit al-Hamaw1, Mu‘jam al-Buldan, vol. 1 (Beirut: Dar
Sadir, 1977), 389, 390.

89. Muhammad ibn Zakariyya ibn Dinar al-Ghallabi, Waq‘at al-Jamal, ed. Muhammad Hasan Al Yasin (Baghdad:
Matba‘at al-Ma"arif, 1970).

90. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 157; Nayif ibn Salah ibn ‘Alt al-Mansiiri, Irshad al-Qast wa-1-Dant
ila Tarajim Shuytikh al-Tabarani, 1st ed. (Riyadh: Dar al-Kiyan, 2006), 551, 552.

91. Al-Mas‘tdi, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 12.

92. Al-Mas‘0d1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 12.

93. Kratchkovsky, Tarikh al-Adab al-Jughrafi al-‘Arabi, previously cited reference, 156; Ahmad ‘Uwaydi al-°Abbadi,
al-Irtibat bayna al-Dirasat al-Tarikhiyya wa-1-Jughrafiyya f1 Turath al-Mas‘adi, 1st ed. (Amman: Dar Jarir li-1-Nashr
wa-1-Tawzi', 2010), 119.

94. Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A‘yan, vol. 5, previously cited source, 157, 158.

95. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 416; Muwaffaq al-Din Ahmad ibn al-Qasim Ibn Abi Usaybi a,
‘Uytin al-Anba’ i Tabaqat al-Atibba’, ed. Nizar Rida (Beirut: Dar Maktabat al-Hayat, n.d.), 421-27.

96. Al-Mas id1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 13.

97. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, 184; Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu‘jam al-Udaba’, vol. 6, previously cited source, 2568.

98. Al-Mas‘0di, Murtj al-Dhahab, vol. 4, 233.
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Kitab al-Ara’ wa-l-Diyanat by al-Hasan al-Nawbakhti, d. 402 AH/1011 CE. He is Abi
Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Miusa ibn Nawbakht, a theologian and philosopher. The Mu tazila
claimed him, and the Shi‘a likewise claimed him, but he was closer to the Shi‘T camp. He was a
book collector and copied many works in his own hand. He had several writings mentioned by Ibn
al-Nadim and al-Baghdadi,  among them Kitab al-Ara’ wa-l-Diyanat, which he did not
complete.'” Al-Najashi described it as a large and fine book containing many sciences.!'?! Al-
Mas‘iidi relied on it in his discussion of the doctrines of the people of India and explicitly stated that
he quoted from it.!%?

D. Sources of Geography and Astronomy

Al-Mas‘udi is regarded as a traveler and geographer. He opened his book with a geographical
introduction in which he addressed topics such as the earth, mountains, seas and rivers, the seven
climes, tides, the celestial spheres, stars, elements, the seasons of the year, and winds. In doing so,
he relied on various geographical and astronomical sources, many of which are now lost. Among
these lost sources are the following:

The translation of Kitab al-Sindhind by al-FazarT, d. 189 AH/815 CE. He is Muhammad ibn Ibrahim
al-Fazari, one of the earliest Muslim scholars to work in astrology and the configurations of the
celestial spheres, and the first to make an astrolabe in Islam.!®® The Abbasid caliph Abii Ja‘far al-
Mansiir commissioned him in 156 AH/772 CE to translate Kitab al-Sindhind into Arabic. The book
was written in the Indian language.'®

Kitab al-Muntakhab min Kitab al-Uluf by Ibn al-Baziyar, d. 245 AH/859 CE. He is Muhammad ibn
‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Baziyar. He was a learned man and a leading figure in the science of
astrology.'® He studied under Abii Ma‘shar al-Balkhi, the astrologer, d. 272 AH/886 CE.!%

He was the author of Kitab al-Uliif.!"” He composed Kitab al-Muntakhab min Kitab al-Uliif, which
he selected from Kitab al-Ulaf wa-1-Adwar by his teacher Abti Ma‘shar. Al-Mas‘tdi relied on Kitab
al-Muntakhab and explicitly stated that he quoted from it.'%

Kitab al-Zij fi al-Nujim by Ishaq ibn Husayn al-Munajjim, fourth century AH/tenth century CE.'%
He was a prominent astronomer and astrologer, with contributions to astronomy and meteorological

99. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 251; al-Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-‘Arifin, vol. 1, previously cited
source, 274.

100. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 251.

101. Al-Najashi, Rijal al-Najashi, 63.

102. Al-Mas‘td1, Murij al-Dhahab, vol. 1, 63.

103. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, 381.

104. Ahmad ‘Uwaydi al-°Abbadi, al-Irtibat bayna al-Dirasat al-Tarikhiyya wa-1-Jughrafiyya fi Turath al-Mas ‘adf,
previously cited reference, 114.

105. Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, previously cited source, 384.

106. He is Abli Ma‘shar Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Balkhi, one of the most prominent astrologers of his age and a leading
authority in astrology. He was renowned for his knowledge of the reports of the Persians and ancient nations and for his
sound understanding. He wrote on astronomy, including works on astronomical tables, nativities, conjunctions, and the
natures of countries. He died in 272 AH/886 CE.

107. Al-Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-Arifin, vol. 2, previously cited source, 14.

108. Al-Mas‘tidi, Muriij al-Dhahab, vol. 2, 202.

2247



Page2 248

CORPS & PSYCHISME
P-ISSN : 2496-4476 E-ISSN: 2273-1571
Volume 13/ Issue 1/ 2026

observations. Among his works are Akam al-Marjan and al-Zij fi al-Nujiim. Al-Mas‘Qidi relied on
his book when discussing the earth, its diameter, and its degrees, and explicitly stated that he quoted
from it in several places.!'!°

Al-Risala al-Kubra f1 al-Madd wa-I-Jazr by al-Kindi, d. 260 AH/874 CE. He is Ya'qub ibn Ishaq al-
Kindi, a scholar of mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and geography. He was proficient in Persian,
Indian, and Greek, which enabled him to access intellectual sources. Al-Mas‘tdi benefited from al-
Kindr’s study of tides, and he transmitted al-Kindi’s theory from Ahmad ibn al-Tayyib al-
Sarakhst.!!!

Risalat Ibn Fadlan, fourth century AH/tenth century CE.!'2 He is Ahmad ibn Fadlan, a member of
an Abbasid mission to the Bulgars in 309 AH/921 CE. He recorded his observations upon his
return, and his writings became an important source for descriptions of those lands, the Rus’, and

trade among them.'!?

Conclusion

In Meadows of Gold, al-Mas‘udi relied on diverse sources, including written works, documents, oral
reports, and personal observations. In his introduction, he provided a critical and analytical
presentation of more than eighty historical and geographical sources, indicating their scholarly
value and the standing of their authors. He also relied on sources now lost, which gives his work
considerable importance in reconstructing Islamic historical heritage based on what other historians
transmitted from him.
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